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Berlin-Karlshorst, 2. December 2022 
 

PRESSINFORMATION 

„We can help quickly and unbureaucratically in the event of destruction“ – The 

Museum Berlin-Karlshorst continuously helps Ukrainian cultural institutions to 

secure important museum collections and archival items 

The support project coordinated by the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst to secure archive 

and museum collections in Ukraine is currently one of the museum's most important 

activities. Losses and damage continue to occur due to the bombardments. The need 

for help in Ukrainian cultural institutions is enormous.  

Since the start of the project in July 2022, 48 museums, state, regional and specialised 

archives, national cultural-historical nature reserves, libraries, research institutes and 

other cultural institutions have been supported. In doing so, the museum gains insight 

into the hardships of museum colleges in a sometimes moving way. 

The help provided by the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst, which reaches the whole of 

Ukraine, is very diverse. In many places, the digital backup of photos, documents and 

exhibits plays a major role, as this way copies are available in case of destruction. 

Often, however, it is also a matter of creating storage space, expanding it, repairing it 

after shelling and protecting it. The museum also procures packing materials, 

restoration and building materials. In addition, auxiliary measures serve to ensure 

humidity and temperature regulation in depots or to improve fire protection.  

The museum staff can look back on many small and large successes. For example, 

they were recently able to help the archive in Kharkiv, the memorial museum of 

totalitarian regimes "Territory of Terror" in Lviv and the civil society NGO "After 

Silence". Ekaterina Malygina, who is mainly responsible for the project, emphasises: 

"Thanks to our experience and contacts, we quickly find a very personal connection to 

our colleagues. We realise the aid with local partners, buy the necessary materials on 

site and are available day and night. The gratitude is immeasurable.“ 

In Kharkiv, the archive building there lost almost all its windows during the fighting. 

The heating system and the electrics were also badly damaged, and many of the 

working tools were lost. With help from Karlshorst, the first emergency measures were 
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implemented to secure the building for the winter months. All window openings could 

be closed and fire protection measures taken. In addition, the archive in Kharkiv 

received technical equipment for the physical and digital protection of the preserved 

holdings. Not only in Kharkiv, but also in other institutions, the need for generators and 

dehumidifiers is very great. In view of constant power cuts and disruptions in the water 

and heating supply, maintaining the right humidity and temperature conditions in 

storage rooms is a major challenge. 

Parallel to physical protection measures, digitisation offers innovative possibilities for 

securing collections. The Memorial Museum of Totalitarian Regimes "Territory of 

Terror" in Lviv is digitising its exhibition and part of its holdings with support from 

Karlshorst and in cooperation with the Ukrainian service provider "Skeiron". 3D models 

of particularly valuable exhibits are being saved. In addition, a virtual online tour of the 

exhibition is being created. Several other Ukrainian museums are currently also able 

to create virtual versions of their exhibitions thanks to the efforts of the partner 

organisation "Raduga". This will soon make them accessible to interested people from 

all over the world. 

In addition to the large national institutions, smaller civil society initiatives also receive 

support. The NGO "After Silence" consists of a small team that records interviews with 

contemporary witnesses of the Second World War and digitises their private archives. 

Against the backdrop of the massive Russian-Ukrainian war, the preservation of such 

accounts of shared history is extremely endangered and particularly important. The 

interviews are now being transcribed and will soon be accessible online. 

Digitisation offers further possibilities for safeguarding collections. The Museum 

Berlin-Karlshorst trains Ukrainian colleagues in the use of the system software 

Museum-Digital. With the help of the programme, objects, photos or documents can 

be systematised and prepared for presentation on the internet. In this way, Ukrainian 

collections are to be made searchable online in the long term. The museum has 

created a Russian-language and a Ukrainian-language version as well as its own 

version for the Ukraine in cooperation with the German developer of Museum-Digital 

(https://ua.museum-digital.org/). Already 30 Ukrainian museums would like to use 

Museum-Digital for their work in the future. In addition, the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst 

participates in the programme "OBMIN" (Engl. "exchange"), in which Ukrainian and 

German museums exchange their experiences in digitisation and discuss promising 

joint projects.  

The Museum Berlin-Karlshorst is able to provide this multifaceted assistance because 

the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM) supports the 

aid project and fully finances it. At the end of the year, in about four weeks, the project 

to secure archival material in Ukraine will unfortunately come to an end, and with it the 

support provided by the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst in 2022. So far, a total of 390,000 
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euros has been disbursed. The museum has been able to help many institutions in 

Ukraine very effectively with small sums. 

The Museum Berlin-Karlshorst is part of the Network for the Protection of Cultural 

Property in Ukraine founded by the BKM. Important partners of the museum in the 

coordination of aid are Helmut Schmidt University/University of the Federal Armed 

Forces Hamburg, the Aid Network for Survivors of Nazi Persecution in Ukraine, the 

association KONTAKTE-KOНTAKTbI, the Remembrance Network and the German 

Historical Museum. The exchange of experience and cooperation with the Ukraine Art 

Aid Center and ICOM Germany is also essential. The cooperation partners in the 

digitisation of museums in Ukraine are Museum-Digital and the SUCHO (Saving 

Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Online) initiative. 

 

Examples of possible visual material on the following pages.  

--------------------------------------------- 

Your contact for queries and requests for additional image material is Bianca 

Schröder (+49 (0)30-501 508 50 / schroeder@museum-karlshorst.de). 

If you do not wish to receive further information from us, please send an email to 

kontakt@museum-karlshorst.de. 
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Participating institutions 

in Ukraine  

(Screenshot, Museum 

Berlin-Karlshorst) 

 

 

 

 

 

Archival materials often have to be stored in 

improvised storage rooms. Dehumidifiers protect 

the collections from mould, for example. 

The exact location cannot be named at the request 

of the archive pictured. 

(Museum Berlin-Karlshorst) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Published object in Museum-Digital 

Ukraine. 

(Screenshot, Museum Berlin-Karlshorst) 
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The NGO After Silence at 

work. They collect 

interviews with 

contemporary witnesses 

of National Socialist and 

Soviet persecution. 

 

(NGO After Silence) 

 

 
 

 

Employees of the Memorial Museum of 

Totalitarian Regimes "Territory of Terror" 

in Lviv with technology provided by the 

Museum Berlin-Karlshorst during the 

digitisation of exhibition exhibits. 

(Memorial Museum of Totalitarian 

Regimes "Territory of Terror" in Lviv) 

 

 

 

 

Makeshift repairs to the damage to 

the building of the archive in 

Kharkiv. 

(Museum Berlin-Karlshorst) 
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Repair work on broken windows from the 

archive in Kharkiv. 

(Museum Berlin-Karlshorst) 

 


