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Berlin, 5 May 2020 

 
PRESS REPORT 
 

The 75th anniversary of the end of the war in Europe in 1945  
The 8th of May 2020 at the German-Russian Museum Berlin-Karlshorst 
 

The 8th of May is traditionally a special date at the German-Russian Museum Berlin-Karlshorst – the 
historic location of the end of the war in Europe. The focus this year is on the 75 years since the end 
of the war in Europe.  
 

Because of the corona pandemic, Museum Berlin-Karlshorst has modified its original plans for 
celebrating this anniversary. The special exhibition “From Casablanca to Karlshorst”, which was to 
open on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the end of the war, could not be launched with the 
planned formal act of commemoration with the participation of the embassies of the former Allies. 
The visit of Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, which was to take place beforehand, had to 
be cancelled by the Office of the Federal President. The traditional museum celebration on 8 May 
and the toast to peace cannot take place either. 
 

After the first relaxation of the SARS-CoV-2 preventive measures instituted to contain the infection – 
on 4 May 2020 museums could reopen – it is now possible to have a limited programme on 8 May 
2020. Visitors will be able to view the surrender hall during extended opening hours (from 10:00–
20:00 o'clock on 8–10 May) and in the museum garden there will be an extensive open-air version of 
the exhibition “The German Surrender in May 1945”. The other parts of the museum, such as the 
rooms with the special and permanent exhibitions have to remain closed to the public. Visitors can 
inform themselves about the special hygiene measures being implemented at the museum at its 
website www.museum-karlshorst.de. “Please stay at home” still applies. The Museum particularly 
calls attention to the various digital offerings on its home page relating to 8 May 2020. They include a 
360° virtual tour through the special exhibition “From Casablanca to Karlshorst” and the surrender 
hall. Users can also participate in a survey on the significance of the end of the war today. Most of 
the museum's digital offerings are available in five languages: German, Russian, English, Ukrainian 
and French. 
 

On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the end of the war in Europe, the governing mayor of 
Berlin, Michael Müller, will visit the museum in the early afternoon. He will use the opportunity to 
see the historic surrender hall, the special exhibition “From Casablanca to Karlshorst”, and the table 
at which Berlin's surrender took place. In the afternoon, VVN-BdA Lichtenberg will present in a 
reduced context the wreath-laying ceremony traditional at 8 May museum celebrations. 
 

Your contact for any further questions and queries concerning photographs is Bianca Schröder 
(+49 (0)30-501 508 50 / Home office 0172-187 14 19/ schroeder@museum-karlshorst.de) 
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