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Press information — Invitation Press conference

Exhibition opening “Rift through Europe. The Consequences of the Hitler-Stalin Pact”
on August 22, 2024 at 7 p.m.

To mark the 85th anniversary of the signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact, the Museum Berlin-
Karlshorst is opening the exhibition “Rift through Europe. The Consequences of the Hitler-
Stalin Pact”.

On August 23, 1939 the German Reich and the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression pact in
Moscow with a supplementary secret protocol appended. In this agreement both
dictatorships divided among themselves the Eastern Central European countries. This treaty
went down in history as the Hitler-Stalin Pact.

The German attack on Poland on September 1, 1939 benefitted from the agreed passivity of
the Soviet Union. On September 17 the Red Army also invaded Poland, shortly thereafter
attacked Finland, and in summer 1940 occupied Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania as well as
parts of Romania. Their alliance fell apart with the German attack on the Soviet Union on
June 22, 1941.

Up to the present time the consequences of the pact prevent a common European collective
memory. In the Western European recollection, the pact is simply a historical event on the
way to World War Two. For the Eastern Central European countries, by contrast, August 23, is
a crucial historical occurrence that in view of Russia’s attack on Ukraine is more evident than
ever.

The exhibition “Rift through Europe” is a co-operation project between the Museum Berlin-
Karlshorst and the Chair of Eastern European History at Heinrich Heine University Diisseldorf.

On August 20, 2024 at 11 a.m. there will be a preview of the exhibition (press tour)
with the curator Christoph Meil3ner and the museum director Dr Jorg Morré.

Media representatives please register for the opening and/or the press tour
by August 19, 2024, to schroeder@museum-karlshorst.de.

Programme at the opening oft he exhibition on August 22, 2024 at 7 p.m.:

Welcoming address
Dr. JOorg Morré (Museum Berlin-Karlshorst)

Greetings
Prof. Dr. Anke Hilbrenner (University of Diisseldorf)

Introduction to the exhibition
Christoph MeiRRner (Curator, Museum Berlin-Karlshorst)

Duration of the exhibition: August 23, 2024 to January 26, 2025
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Information about the exhibition

On August 23, 1939, the German Reich and the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression pact
with a supplementary secret protocol appended. This treaty went down in history as the
Hitler-Stalin Pact or the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact after the two signing foreign ministers. The
pact's secret additional protocol divided East Central Europe between the Baltic Sea and the
Black Sea into a German and a Soviet sphere of interest. Between the signing in 1939 and the
German invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, both the Soviet Union and the German
Reich gradually enforced this division. Both actors used military means to do so, annexing
and occupying the territories of other states, expelling, deporting and murdering people.

The travelling exhibition “Rift through Europe. The Consequences of the Hitler-Stalin Pact”
takes a look at the events in East-Central Europe between 1939 and 1941. By focussing on all
the regions between the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea that were affected by the
consequences of the secret additional protocol, the exhibition offers an overview of the
events for the first time. Four geographical regions are examined in detail: 1) Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania, 2) Finland, 3) Poland and 4) Romania.

Two themed stations complement the narrative. One looks at the pact and its content as well
as the brief period of German-Soviet cooperation between 1939 and 1941, while the second
focuses on the political debates on remembrance in Europe and the extent to which August
23 remains controversial, even after its introduction as a European day of remembrance for
the victims of all totalitarian and authoritarian regimes in 2009.

The four geographical regions are each covered in one exhibition module. The countries
concerned and their development in the interwar period are presented first, before the effects
of the pact on politics and society are discussed. The fates of three individuals illustrate the
scope of the events. Politicians and writers, soldiers and ordinary people were all affected by
the consequences of the pact. The selected biographies show the range of reactions and
effects, which are summarised under the terms cooperation and resistance, survival and
death.

The very different memories of the consequences of the Hitler-Stalin Pact since the 1990s
play a central role in the exhibition. While the Non-Aggression Treaty has increasingly been
forgotten in Germany and has taken a back seat to the start of the war on 1 September 1939
and the German crimes in Europe, primarily the Shoabh, it is being instrumentalised for
historical-political purposes in Russia today. In contrast to Western Europe, where the
Stalinist crimes are little known due to the secret additional protocol, the pact and its
consequences are still part of the collective memory in the affected states of Eastern Central
Europe. They are a central event and form the nucleus of the debate about their own history
in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, for example. At European level, these differences have been
reflected at the latest since the eastern enlargement of the European Union in 2004. While
the Western European states focus on coming to terms with National Socialism, the Central
and Eastern European states focus on Stalinist crimes. Not least Russia's 2014 invasion of
Ukraine, which violated international law, has opened up scars in these regions and led to
reminders to take greater note of their complex history.

The exhibition and the accompanying volume, which will be published in September 2024,
are intended to open up a space for discussion and encourage an exchange of multiple
perspectives. It was therefore also conceived as a travelling exhibition. In addition to the
German/English version, a Ukrainian/English language version is already available; a
presentation in Ukraine is planned for 2025.
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In German-speaking countries, the exhibition will not only be presented on site at the
Museum Berlin-Karlshorst, but will also be distributed digitally. In cooperation with the
Museum Berlin-Karlshorst, the Federal Agency for Civic Education has put all the content of
the exhibition on its website and had a guide for teachers on how to use the digital exhibition
in classrooms developed. (www.bpb.de/onlineausstellung-riss-durch-europa)

The exhibition is a co-operation project between the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst and the Chair
of Eastern European History at Heinrich Heine University Diisseldorf.

It was sponsored by the Federal Commissioner for Culture and the Media, the Rhineland
Regional Council, the Citizens' University Diisseldorf and the Institute for Culture and History
of the Germans in North-East Europe.
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Accompanying volume

An accompanying volume to the exhibition will be published by Wallstein-Verlag in

September 2024.

In 12 essays, authors from all countries that were directly affected by the Pact look at the
historical events and the memory of them from their national perspective. The main idea of
the exhibition - to tell of the consequences of the pact from multiple perspectives the
consequences of the pact - is also the basis of the publication.

The authors wrote under the impression of the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine
since 2014, which violated international law and reached a new level of escalation with the
full-scale invasion on February 24, 2022. Memories of Russian and Soviet imperial power
politics and the associated consequences for the states in Eastern Central Europe emerge.
The contributions impressively illustrate the impact of the present on our perception of

history.

Accompanying programme of the exhibition

The exhibition will be accompanied by a varied programme. Lectures and discussions will
focus on a specific national theme on several dates. The events start at 7 p.m.

August 22, 2024

Exhibition opening

September 17,2024

Panel discussion: In the shadow of the Pact. The Soviet invasion
of Poland in 1939
in co-operation with the German-Polish House

October 8, 2024

Panel discussion: Rift through Europe? Post-Soviet memories of
the Second World War

in co-operation with the research network “Ambivalences of the
Soviet: Diaspora Nationalities between Collective Experiences of
Discrimination and Individual Normalisation, 1953-2023"

at the University of Géttingen

October 15-27, 2024

Presentation of the Ukrainian-English language version of the
exhibition

October 15, 2024

Panel discussion: Ukraine’s Soviet heritage in the context of the
Hitler-Stalin Pact

November 12, 2024

Panel discussion: Borders and fates. The effects of the Hitler-
Stalin Pact on Moldova and Romania

December 10, 2024

Panel discussion: The unequal fight against the Soviet Union.
Finland and the consequences of the Hitler-Stalin Pact

January 9, 2025

Panel discussion: Dictatorship and deportations.
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and the consequences of the Hitler-
Stalin Pact

January 21, 2025

Panel discussion: Politics of remembrance.
Russia’s dealing with the Hitler-Stalin Pact

MUSEUMMY3EA

BERLINGEPIMH ~ Museum Berlin-Karlshorst | Zwieseler Str. 4 | 10318 Berlin

KARLSHORST

kapicxopct  +49 (0)30 501 508 10 | kontakt@museum-karlshorst.de | www.museum-karlshorst.de




Statements

“The significance attributed to the Hitler-Stalin Pact in Western, East-Central and Eastern
Europe is very different. In the 85 years since it was signed, the treaty has generated a long-
lasting echo. To this day, the pact remains a point of historical and political controversy. The
exhibition “Rift through Europe. The Consequences of the Hitler-Stalin Pact” explores these
disputes.”

(Christoph Meil3ner, curator of the exhibition)

“The view of Eastern Central Europe and its history has only recently come to the attention of
the general public. The exhibition “Rift through Europe. The Consequences of the Hitler-Stalin
Pact” deepens this focus and offers a broader perspective. We should take greater note of
the history of our neighbours in order to shape the future together.”

(Christoph MeilRner, curator of the exhibition)

“The Museum Berlin-Karlshorst advocates the historicisation of August 23 as the day the
Hitler-Stalin Pact was signed. The crimes committed as a result of the Hitler-Stalin Pact must
be named. The differences in the aims and methods between the National Socialist and
Stalinist crimes should be emphasised in order to counteract any equation of the crimes.
Furthermore, the different cultures of remembrance should continue to be discussed.”

(Christoph MeilRner, curator of the exhibition)

“If you look at the memory of the Hitler-Stalin Pact, a rift runs through Europe. In East Central
Europe, people think back to this pact differently than in Germany. There, he points out that
people were victims of both German and Soviet crimes. Precisely because Germany imposed
war on the countries of Eastern Central Europe, it is important to take the memory of this war
seriously in the countries of Eastern Central Europe. And that is the intention of our
exhibition.”

(Prof Dr Hilbrenner, Heinrich Heine University Diisseldorf)

“The historical circumstances that led to the signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact have now been
widely documented. However, the after-effects for numerous states in Central and Eastern
Europe are still largely unknown. The exhibition presents the discourses and positions of the
countries affected by the pact. Together with the accompanying lectures and the soon to be
published volume of essays, this is a multi-perspective expansion of the history of the
Second World War in Eastern Europe.”

(Dr Jorg Morré, Director of the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst)
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Selection of press photos

All images may only be used once for reporting on the special exhibition “Rift through
Europe. The Consequences of the Hitler-Stalin Pact” at the Museum Berlin-Karlshorst. Any
other use is not permitted. It is of course also prohibited to pass the images on to third
parties. The images are available free of charge for the stated one-off purpose, provided the
copyright holder is named.

If you have any questions, please write to Bianca Schrdder:
schroeder@museum-karlshorst.de
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3. Exhibition view
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4. Exhibition view
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5. Exhibition view
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6. Exhibition view
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7. Exhibition view
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8. Exhibition view
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9. Visit of the Soviet resettlémenf‘delegation to the Generalgouvernement, Zakopane,

December 1939
© Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe, Warsaw
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10. Finnish Iiet heont, Ladoga, December 17, 1939
© Finnish Archive for War Photography (SA-kuva), Helsinki

Eﬁlﬁéﬁﬂpﬁﬁg Museum Berlin-Karlshorst | Zwieseler Str. 4 | 10318 Berlin
kapicxopct  +49 (0)30 501 508 10 | kontakt@museum-karlshorst.de | www.museum-karlshorst.de



a |

11. y Aaftel: the S|gnng of the peace treaty, Helsmki; March 13, 1940
© Finnish Archive for War Photography (SA-kuva), Helsinki

r? SA-Kuva

12. Members of the ‘Lotta Svard’ organisation distributing coffee at the front, Nautsi,
February 17,1940
© Finnish Archive for War Photography (SA-kuva), Helsinki
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13. “The one who brings the light" - National Winter War Memorial, Helsinki, 2023

© Museum Berlin-Karlshorst

14. Badge for the European Day of Remembrance for the Victims of Totalitarian Regimes,

2022

© Museum Berlin-Karlshorst
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